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Knight News Service 

WASHINGTON - Speak- 
er Thomas P. O’Neill Jr, and 
other top House leaders are 
now being called into the 
boiling dispute over control 
of the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations. 

Rep. Richardson Preyer 
(D-N.C.), ranking Democrat 
on the committee, said he 
will ask the House leader- 
ship to intervene to resolve 
the dispute between Chair- 
man Henry B. Gonzalez (D- 
Tex.) and other committee 
members over Gonzalez’s 
insistence that chief counsel 
Richard A. Sprague be sum- 
marily discharged. 

O’Neill appointed Gon- 
zalez chairman of the com- 
mittee two weeks ago after 
the House voted to continue 
the committee’s twin probes 
into the murders of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and , 
the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., which Sprague has f 
been directing since Octo- 
ber. 


The dispute boiled over 
yesterday at the first meet- 
ing of the committee since 
Gonzalez became chairman. 

Gonzalez repeatedly 
branded Sprague- a 
"rattlesnake” and accused 
Preyer of attempting to 
seize the chairmanship. 

Gonzalez made those 
charges after the committee - 
voted down his effort to 
force a showdown on his 
week-old order that Sprague 
be ousted as counsel. 


